
   

NIU College of Law 

Clinic Clips  
Spring/Summer 2020 

VOLUME 2/ISSUE 4 
 

CLINICAL PROGRAM RESPONDS TO  
COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 
The clinical program responded to the COVID-19 pandemic by starting a 

new clinic, the COVID-19 Legal Response Clinic.  The impetus for the new 

clinic is the changing needs of the community for legal assistance and the 

limitations placed on law students to engage with clients and the courts in 

the traditional way.  The clinic is co-taught by Professors Paul Cain, Wendy 

Vaughn and Colleen Boraca.  It was first offered in the summer semester.  

Seventeen students enrolled in the clinic.  The clinic focused on providing 

advice and referrals for legal matters including public benefits, 

unemployment compensation, orders of protection and family law, 

expunging or sealing a criminal record and estate planning. The clinic 

received approximately 100 telephone calls for assistance during the seven 

week summer session.  Students represented clients remotely.  They 

provided legal advice and referrals via telephone calls and Zoom meetings.  

In addition, the students provided written answers to client’s inquiries on 

the ABA/PILI Free Legal Answers website.  The clinic had a seminar 

component in addition to the “fieldwork” component.  Students met in small groups regularly with their assigned 

clinical faculty member for their clinic hours.  The clinic was a huge success with positive feedback from clients who 

were grateful for the advice and assistance they received from the students.  The students were excited to be able to help 

clients during a time of crisis.  We are offering the clinic again during the Fall 2020 semester and look forward to 

assisting clients who are struggling with the myriad problems and challenges in dealing with the ongoing pandemic. 

CLINICAL  
PROGRAM  
MISSION  

Our mission is to provide 

hands-on learning 

opportunities for law students 

to advocate on behalf of real 

clients under the supervision 

of clinical faculty, who are 

experienced lawyers. Through 

the clinic’s commitment to 

social justice and providing 

free legal services, our 

students’ advocacy and hard 

work can dramatically 

improve the life 

circumstances of people  

in need. 



MEET THE STUDENTS ENROLLED IN THE CLINICAL PROGRAM THIS SPRING SEMESTER! 

 CIVIL JUSTICE CLINIC (ROCKFORD) 

The Civil Justice Clinic is fired up and ready to go this Spring 2020!  
This semester, Daniel Guerrero, Alex Kramer, and Noah Rehfeldt 
are preparing to litigate on behalf of clients experiencing domestic 
violence and sexual assault in order of protection hearings and to draft 
estate planning documents on behalf of their elderly and disabled clients. 
 
Here’s what students are saying about why they chose to participate in 
the Civil Justice Clinic: 
 

 

 

 

 

Dan Guerrero says, “I signed up for the Civil Justice Clinic so I 

could get more experience with going to court and interacting 

with clients.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Kramer says, “The reason why I chose to enroll in 

the Civil Justice Clinic is because I wanted to take 

advantage of the opportunity to apply skills I have 

learned in law school thus far, as well continue to learn 

from the experience of working with clients to resolve 

issues through the judicial system.”  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah Rehfeldt says, “I signed up for the Civil 

Justice Clinic to help people and gain 

valuable experience while doing so.”  

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH ADVOCACY CLINIC (AURORA) 

  

Spencer Gribble  

(Genoa, IL) 

“I took this clinic to learn 

more about the 

community of Aurora and 

the issues facing Aurora.”  

 

Tyler Neher (Walton, IN)  

“I signed up for the 

Health Advocacy Clinic 

because I live in Kane 

County and working at the 

clinic will give me an 

opportunity to give back 

to those in need in my 

community”  



 

 

 Vincent Piazza  

(Naperville, IL) 

“I chose this clinic 

because I enjoy helping 

people who need it most 

and I am looking to 

further my skills as a 

future lawyer and as a 

person.”  

 

Anthony Scialabba 

(Voorhees, NJ) 

“I chose the Health 

Advocacy Clinic because I 

thought it would be a 

humbling experience and 

a nice opportunity to 

help those who may be in 

need.” 

 



 

Gregory Mason (Chicago, IL) 

“I chose to do the Health Advocacy Clinic because I wanted to gain experience in another sector of the 

law, besides criminal.  While here, I hope to learn how to provide government services to clients and 

help those in need in whatever capacity I can.  As of now, I don't have much of a long-term plan for my 

career, so I want to use this experience to expand my knowledge in another area of the law.”  

Abdullah Ali (Los Angeles, CA) 

“I chose the Health Advocacy Clinic because I think the work it does at Hesed House is admirable. I 

wanted to be able to help individuals in the community while utilizing the knowledge I've gained in law 

school for public good.”  

Nadir Chaouni (Jersey City, NJ) 

 “I signed up for the Health Advocacy Clinic because I want to assist those in need in administrative 

affairs for their matters.”  

Matthew McLawhorn (Chicago, IL) 

“I've really enjoyed my previous experiences helping underprivileged communities and individuals in 

need. It is satisfying to help the people who need it most at a grassroots level. I look forward to doing so 

again in this clinic.  



CRIMINAL DEFENSE CLINIC (ROCKFORD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Criminal Defense Clinic has two 
students enrolled this Spring semester, 
Andrew Dailey and Patricia Kuzebski.  They 
will be representing defendants charged 
with misdemeanor and lower level felony 
offenses.  In addition, they will represent 
adults who are petitioning for removal from 
the sex offender registry and who are 
registered as a result of a sex offense 
committed as a juvenile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Andrew Dailey 

“Every person is deserving of dignity and respect, especially 
those who have been accused of committing crimes. My desire 
is to help those who are in need of legal assistance. The best 
way for me to help is to participate in the Criminal Defense 
Clinic so that I may learn how to provide the best possible 
representation.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patricia Kuzebski 

“I am excited to be a part of Northern Illinois 
University Criminal Defense Clinic, that helps 

indigent clients receive the quality representation 
they deserve. I am a strong believer that ones 

economic status should not indicate the quality and 
time devoted to their representation. Being a part of 

this clinic allows me to take part in the community 
close to where I grew up and is a great opportunity 

to help strengthen my skills in litigation.” 

 



 

PRISONERS’ RIGHTS PROJECT (DEKALB) 

The Prisoner’s Rights Project’s four students are continuing the process of getting their two federal civil rights cases 

ready for trial this semester.  The students have interviewed their clients, sent out and answered discovery, and begun 

the process of deposing prison guards.   

The cases include a claim of excessive force case against a prison guard for slamming the client up against a wall, 

causing severe back injury to the client.  The other case is a claim of deliberate indifference case against that same prison 

guard (different plaintiff/client) for failing to intervene to prevent one inmate from beating another inmate, even though 

the guard was told ahead of time by the prisoner about the pending beating.  

 

MONICA PRISCO 

“I am participating in the Prisoners' Rights Project because I 
believe it will be a great experience to learn about both criminal 
and civil law. I have always been interested in helping the 
marginalized in society and doing public interest work. I am 
excited to help real clients and make a difference.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Perrin Rademacher 

                   “I'm in the Prisoners’ Rights Project because I'm  
passionate    about civil rights law and it's a great  

opportunity to get experience in the federal court system.” 

 

 

Lizandra Gomez-Ramirez 

“I wanted to do the Prisoners’ Rights 
Project to gain valuable experience in civil 
rights law and preparing a case for federal 
trial.”  

 

 

 

 



CLINICAL PROGRAM FACULTY 

 

Professor Paul J. Cain 

Clinical Professor and Interim Clinic Director 

Director, Criminal Defense Clinic 

Zeke Giorgi Legal Clinic - Rockford 

 

Professor Wendy Hinton Vaughn 

Clinical Associate Professor 

Director, Civil Justice Clinic 

Zeke Giorgi Legal Clinic - Rockford 

 

Professor Colleen Boraca  

Clinical Associate Professor 

Director, Health Advocacy Clinic 

Hesed House – Aurora 

 


