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The NIU Alumni Association is the 
glue between our new graduates just 
starting out in their careers and the 
more experienced alumni, established 
in their careers and prepared to give 
of their time and treasure…

We look for ways to continually 
provide the kind of support found at 
larger institutions.
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After updating our Strategic Plan in 
2020, we determined two 
opportunities to support our students’ 
future success:

• Alumni Leadership Circles (pilot 
sponsored by the College of 
Business)

• Points of Pride (pilot sponsored 
by the College of Engineering and 
Engineering Technology)
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• Pilot sponsored by College of Business 
(COB)

• College of Business is 8 months into the 
Leadership Circles pilot. 

• Performance is great and moving forward. 

• COB determined a special opportunity to 
add more value to their degree programs.

• Launched a new program called “Unity 
Circles” in July 2021

• 57 alumni signed up to form 8 circles

• Self Managed team focused
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• Program will be reviewed at the end 
of June 2022

• A second survey to be sent out to 
capture quantitative and qualitative 
results

• Determine next steps to include
o Bringing members into greater 

involvement with NIUAA
o Moving those interested into a 

more permanent network within 
NIUAA



Points of Pride

• Pilot sponsored by College of Engineering and Engineering Technology 
(CEET).

• Our premise is: You have 30 minutes in front of an audience of parents and 
potential students – what do you say to convince them to come to NIU?

• Contains everything from “we care about our students,” to the number of 
hiring companies in this career field.

• What we need to be better at is describing clear career outcomes.

• Points of Pride for the College and each Department. Example shown is for 
the College.
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• NIU has a need to collect alumni 
career outcomes data in a way that 
more fully represents the value of an 
NIU education to multiple audiences. 

• We plan on partnering with a labor 
market data company specializing in 
data research and collection. 

• A campus leadership steering 
committee has been formed to address 
specific issues of security, integrity, and 
efficacy of data and its use.

• We will demo products for the Steering 
Committee in the near future.



Questions?
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