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In addition to technical skills and knowledge tied to 
specific fields, our students gain transferable skills:

- Critical thinking and analysis
- Written and oral communication skills
- Emotional intelligence
- Cultural competency
- Creativity
- Collaboration

Building skills for today’s world



• Student Professional Development Seminar

• POLS mentorship program

• Paid internship programs in Nonprofit and NGO 
Studies and Public Administration

Building skills for today’s world



• New programs
– B.S. Statistics
– B.S. Actuarial Science
– Online MPA
– Ph.D. Computer Science

• Harper University Center degree completion 
programs in Psychology and Computer Science

Programs in demand



• Foreign Language Residence 
Program

• Discover Code_Orange

• GeoVisualMapping Lab

• Spring Break DC Trip

• Faculty-led Study Abroad

• Mock Trial

• Forensics

Unique student experiences



• World Languages and Cultures

• Philosophy

• English

• History

Excellence in the Humanities



• Physics

• Chemistry

• Meteorology

• Biological Sciences

• Geology 

• Environmental Studies

Highly -regarded programs in 
the Sciences



• Public Administration
• Psychology
• Communications

Prestigious programs in 
the Social Sciences

• Nonprofit and NGO Studies
• Political Science
• Economics



• Secondary education licensure available in nine 
areas:
– English
– History and Social Sciences
– Math
– Science (Biology, Chemistry, Earth and Space 

Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Physics)
– Foreign Language (K-12)

• edTPApass rate – 92% in SP2019

Training future educators



Six interdisciplinary centers: 

– Latino and Latin American Studies
– Nonprofit and NGO Studies
– Southeast Asian Studies
– Institute for the Study of the Environment, Sustainability,

and Energy (Environmental Studies)
– The Study of Women, Gender and Sexuality
– Black Studies (academic minor and certificate)

A leader in interdisciplinary studies



• New Advising Model
Goal is to lower the student-advisor ratio to 300:1
Hiring additional college advisors
Utilization of Navigate Program 

• Impact of Scholarship Funding
– Angel Touch
– Dean’s Advisory Council Fund
– Smerge Endowment 

Leading efforts –
University SEM Plan



• Examining success rates and 
equity gaps for large, 
gateway courses

• Learning Assistants in Physics 
and Biological Sciences (pilot)

• MATH 109/110 co-
remediation pilot course

Leading efforts –
University SEM Plan



• Classroom/tech 
enhancements in 
First-Year Composition 
(ReavisHall) 

• 2 rooms completed
• 4 more planned by 

fall 2020

Leading efforts –
University SEM Plan



Leading efforts –
University SEM Plan

Diversity and equity in hiring

• Changed our hiring practices
• Diverse search committees
• Search committee members required to undergo 

diversity training
• Expanding our advertising of positions
• Bringing more people to campus



Awarded by NSF
• STEM Scholarships for transfers and upperclassmen 

(CHEM and GEOL)
• Grant to design an interdisciplinary curriculum for 

Sustainability (ENVS with COB)

Proposals/Applications
• Heather Bergen-Roller/Michael Eads NSF proposal for 

science education
• Howard Hughes Medical Institute - Driving Change 

Initiative (letter of intent)
• Steelcase grant (Instructional furniture)

External funding supporting 
SEM efforts



Powering NIU through 
external funding



Applied research:
– Chemistry and Biochemistry
– Physics/Northern Illinois Center for Accelerator and 

Detector Development (NICADD)
– Center for the Study of Family Violence and Sexual 

Assault

Instructional funding:
– Psychology
– Center for Southeast Asian Studies 

Contracts:
– Psychology

Powering NIU through research





Powering NIU through research



• Scholarship with high publishing rates
– English
– History
– Anthropology
– Physics

• Contracts/service to communities
– ENVS
– Nonprofit and NGO Studies
– Sociology
– GEOG/GeoVisualMapping Lab
– Public Administration
– Psychology (including PSYC Service 

Center/Clinic)
– Center for Family Violence and 

Sexual Assault

CLAS Research Highlights



• 23 Board of Trustees 
Professors

• 38 Presidential Teaching 
Professors

• 90 Presidential Research 
and Artistry Professors

• 8 Presidential Engagement 
Professors

Faculty excellence



Fellowships and awards

- NEA - Department of Energy
- NEH - Department of Defense
- ACLS - Department of Education
- NSF
- NASA
- Fulbright
- Guggenheim

Faculty excellence



Anthropology • Biological Sciences • Chemistry and 
Biochemistry • Communication • Computer Science • 
Economics • English • Environmental Studies • 
Geographic and Atmospheric Sciences • Geology and 
Environmental Geosciences • History • Latino and Latin-
American Studies • Mathematical Sciences • Nonprofit 
and NGO Studies • Philosophy • Physics • Political Science 
• Psychology • Public Administration • Sociology • 
Southeast Asian Studies • Statistics and Actuarial Science 
• Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies • World 
Languages and Cultures

Questions
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