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Current Operations During Pandemic

North Wing Student Study Space

Synchronous Remote Instruction



COVID-19 Legal Response Clinic

Public Benefits
Unemployment 

Compensation
Estate Planning
Rent and Eviction
Expungement and 

Records Sealing
Child Support 

Modification
Orders of Protection



Experiential 
Learning

Clinics

 Health Law Advocacy 
Clinic (Aurora)

 Civil Justice Clinic 
(Rockford)

 Criminal Defense 
Clinic (Rockford)

 Prisoners’ Rights 
Project (Rockford)



2020 Illinois Bar Exam

81% of our 
first -time bar 
takers who 
sat for this 
October 
online bar 
exam passed. 



Student Painting Contest

Student Engagement

Trial Advocacy 
2020 Mock Trial 

Competition

Student Happy Hour with Faculty



Strengthen the COL Profile and Footprint
Ensure Diversity, Equity & Inclusion In Action
Expand Admissions & Enrollment Targets
Continue Student Success in Academics & 

Develop New Employment Opportunities
Enhance Alumni Engagement & Community 

Partnerships
Increase Resources—Revenue & Relationships

Vision and Priorities



Strengthen the 
COL Profile and Footprint

Vision and Priorities



Social Media Profile and Hashtags

#NIULaw
#NIULawHasItAll
#NIULawIs4You



Aggressive Social Media Campaign



Recent NIU Law Accolades

 #2 in Nation on 
Employment Honor Roll

 Top 30 Law School for 
African Americans

 Top 50 Best Value Law 
School

 Top Law School for 
Criminal Law

 Top 5 Law School for 
Most Improved Bar 
Passage Rate



Investment in Faculty

Faculty News Highlights

Associate Dean Yolanda King 
provided IP expertise for the Practicing 
Law Institute in NY.

Professor Maybell Romero published 
in the University of Chicago Law 
Review.

Professor Michael Oswalt was 
featured as an expert in an article on 
COVID-19 Unemployment Increases by 
State.

Professor Jeffrey Omari was elected 
to the Class of 2023 Board of Trustees 
for theLaw and Society Association.



Chicagoland Junior Scholars Conference

The 2020 
conference was 

the largest 
conference to 

date.



Ensure Diversity, Equity 
& Inclusion In Action

Vision and Priorities



Race and the Law 
Conversations

University of Chicago Law 
Professor Sharon Fairley and 

ACLU Advisor Paige 
Fernandez on Police Reform

August 2020

Stanford Law Prof. 
Pamela Karlan on 
Voting Rights and 

Election Law

October 2020



Racial and Social Justice Webpage



Expand Admissions & 
Enrollment Targets

Vision and Priorities



Diversity Open House

Featured Speaker
Judge Vincent F. Cornelius (‘89)



Diversity Pipeline Programs
Pipeline Goals
 Introduce freshmen to 

law school
 Prepare upperclassmen 

to apply
 Supplement efforts of 

institutions

Other Strategies
 Targeting affinity groups 

at NIU
 Special communications 

to pre-law advisors of 
HBCUs and HSIs

Zoom meeting with



Completed Application Volume
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Our Students – Class of 2023

Women
47%Men

53%

121 STUDENTS

24%

76%

Students of Color
Caucasion/White



Class of 2023 Profile

 688 Applicants
 121 Enrolled Students
 24% Minority Students
 47% Female Students
 21% Out-of-State Residents
 23 Median Age
 149 Median LSAT
 3.20 Median GPA



Double Huskies 

 NIU 3+3 Program Enrollees
• 5 (up from 1 last year)

 “No LSAT” NIU Undergraduates
• 10 (up from 4 last year)

 Pursue Additional 3+3 
Programs

• Mathematical Sciences
• Economics
• Accounting
• Finance



Continue Student Success in 
Academics & Develop New 
Employment Opportunities

Vision and Priorities



Ranked #2 in the Nation

NIU Law 
exceeded the 

predictive model 
by 15 percentage 

points!



Outcomes – Job Placements

57%
20%

10%
5% 4%

3%

1%

Class of 2019
Law Firms

Government

Public Interest

Education

Business

Judicial Clerkships

Pursuing Advanced
Degree



 Judicial Clerkship 
Committee

 Illinois Judicial 
Council Partnership

 Business Innovation 
Legal Clinic

New Career Placement Initiatives



Enhance Alumni Engagement & 
Community Partnerships

Vision and Priorities



Alumni Highlights
The Honorable Vincent F. Cornelius (‘89)
was elected as Chair of the NIU Law Board 
of Visitors.

Lisa Nyuli (‘89) was installed as President 
of the Illinois Bar Foundation.

Omar Salguero (‘11) was elected 
President of the NIU Law Alumni Council.

Sonni Williams (‘99) was named the 2020 
Alumna of the Year.

Illinois Representative Bob Morgan (‘05) 
was named a Top 40 under 40 Attorney.

Former Illinois Senator Toi Hutchinson 
(‘14) was named one of Chicago’s 50 Most 
Powerful Women.



Alumni Engagement

Cocktails with Cassandra

Alumni Council Meeting



Increase Resources:
Revenue & Relationships

Vision and Priorities



• Continuing Legal Education 
(CLE) Courses

• Grants
• Master of Laws (LLM)  
• Non-JD Online Master’s 

Degree Program
• Summer Institutes for 

Lawyers and Non-Lawyers
• Part-Time Programs

Faculty Revenue & Relationship-
Generating Committee



Strengthen the COL Profile and Footprint
Ensure Diversity, Equity & Inclusion In Action
Expand Admissions & Enrollment Targets
Continue Student Success in Academics & 

Develop New Employment Opportunities
Enhance Alumni Engagement & Community 

Partnerships
Increase Resources—Revenue & Relationships

Vision and Priorities



Questions?
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