
Dean Laurie Elish-Piper



Chartered in 1895 and opened as the Northern Illinois State Normal School

in 1899 to prepare college-educated teachers.
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Our graduates are leaders in our communities:
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Program Accreditation







• 69,851 

• 710

• $234,135 

Fall 2019 Enrollment: 
10 Day Count

• 1,186

• 1,196 

+14.37% 
freshman enrollment increase

Enrollment Highlight:



Undergraduate Student Ethnicity (Fall 2018):

Non-Resident Black Non-Hispanic

American Indian/ Alaskan Native Asian Non-Hispanic

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Hispanic

White Non-Hispanic Two or More Races

No Response

NIU = 45.1%

CoE = 39%

Students of Color:



Graduate Student Ethnicity (Fall 2018):

Non-Resident Black Non-Hispanic

American Indian/ Alaskan Native Asian Non-Hispanic

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Hispanic

White Non-Hispanic Two or More Races

No Response

NIU = 23.5%

CoE = 26.4%

Students of Color:



• $5,050,000 

• $1,600,000 

• $430,000 







2019 Curricular Enhancements
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B.S. in Sport Management Minor in Counseling

Assistive Technology 
Used by Persons with 
Visual Impairments 
Specialization: Special 
Education M.S.Ed. 

C
o

lle
ge

 T
e

ac
h

in
g 

Sp
e

ci
al

iz
at

io
n

: 
H

ig
h

e
r 

Ed
u

ca
ti

o
n

 E
d

.D
. Higher Education Administration 

Specialization: Higher Education Ed.D. 
Vision Rehabilitation 
Therapy Emphasis: 
Special Education 
B.S.Ed.

Special Populations Emphasis: 
Special Education B.S.Ed. 

2+2
Elementary Education 
Program at ECC3+2

Accelerated Degree: 
Kinesiology B.S. to 
Athletic Training M.S.A.T.
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Educate and Engage Experiences



Educate and Engage Experiences

Colorado

Mexico

North Dakota
Finland

Taiwan

Belize

Illinois

China

Indonesia

Indiana

Sri Lanka

Nebraska

Texas

Wisconsin



Professional Development

“A great ‘refueling’ 

experience. The depth of 

conversations that occur 

are life-changing.”





Faculty Support Programs





• Meeting the Needs of our Region:
Anywhere, Anytime and Any Modality

– 40 

NIU Naperville

NIU Hoffman Estates
DeKalb District #428

UCLC Grayslake

Elgin Community College

Harper College, Palatine

Huntley District #158

Online

NIU Rockford
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$1,720,231

•

IASBO Online/NIU NapervillePlano District #88

Rochelle District #212

Kildeer District #96

Elgin
U-46

Elmhurst District #205



Homegrown Educator Partnerships

• Elgin Community College 2+2

• Urban Principal Program

• Paraprofessional licensure tracks

• Private foundation partnerships and investments




